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Short-burst year 4 comprehension Questions

Pre-reading work

Skimming and scanning for information

Find the words above in the text below and highlight them. 

  Mr and Mrs Brown �rst met Paddington on a railway platform. In fact, that was how he came 
to have such an unusual name for a bear, for Paddington was the name of the station. 
  The Browns were there to meet their daughter Judy, who was coming home from school for 
the holidays. It was a warm summer day and the station was crowded with people on their way 
to the seaside. Trains were humming, loudspeakers blaring, porters rushing about shouting at 
one another, and altogether there was so much noise that Mr Brown, who saw him �rst, had to 
tell his wife several times before she understood. 
  “A bear? On Paddington station?” Mrs Brown looked at her husband in amazement. “Don’t be 
silly, Henry. There can’t be!”
  Mr Brown adjusted his glasses. “But there is,” he insisted. “I distinctly saw it. Over there – near 
the bicycle rack. It was wearing a funny kind of hat.” 
  Without waiting for a reply, be caught hold of his wife’s arm and pushed her through the 
crowd, round a trolley laden with chocolate and cups of tea, past a bookstall, and through a 
gap in a pile of suitcases towards the Lost Property Of�ce. 
  “There you are,” he announced triumphantly, pointing towards a dark corner, “I told you so!”

Match the words to their closest synonym. 

unusual

blaring

several

adjusted

insisted

laden

booming

rearranged 

numerous

loaded

strange

asserted
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Summarise

Summarise the text in less than 15 words. 

1. Where was Paddington first found? (1 mark)

on a train  

in a shop 

on a railway platform 

on the bus

2. What is the name of the family who found him? (1 mark)

White 

Brown 

Smith 

Bonet

3. What time of year was it? (1 mark)

winter 

spring 

autumn 

summer
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4. What is the atmosphere like in the station? Use evidence from the text to support your 
    answer. (2 marks) 

5. How does Mrs Brown feel when she is told there is a bear at the station? 
    Use evidence from the text to support your answer. (2 marks)

6. Place these events in chronological order using the numbers 1 – 6. 

The station was very busy and crowded.

Mrs Brown didn’t believe Mr Brown.

The Browns were waiting to meet their daughter, Judy.

Paddington was sitting near the Lost Property Office. 

Mr Brown saw Paddington for the first time. 

Mr Brown dragged his wife through the station.
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A bear is found at a busy station by a shocked husband and wife. 
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4. What is the atmosphere like in the station? Use evidence from the text to support your 
    answer. (2 marks) 

5. How does Mrs Brown feel when she is told there is a bear at the station? 
    Use evidence from the text to support your answer. (2 marks)

6. Place these events in chronological order using the numbers 1 – 6. 
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Mrs Brown didn’t believe Mr Brown.

The Browns were waiting to meet their daughter, Judy.

Paddington was sitting near the Lost Property Office. 

Mr Brown saw Paddington for the first time. 

Mr Brown dragged his wife through the station.

2

4

1

6

3

5

It is busy and bustling and noisy. I know this because it says “the station was crowded with 

people”, “trains were humming, loudspeakers blaring, porters…shouting.” This shows that 

there was lots of action at the station which would have made it seem hectic and loud. 

Mrs Brown feels shocked. I know this because in the text it says, “she looked at her husband 

in amazement and told Mr Brown ‘not to be silly’. This suggests that she doubts what she is 

being told and she thinks her husband is making it up or seeing things. 


