Spirituality Statement

Church of England vision of Education 
The Church of England’s Vision for Education states a core desire of ‘life in all it’s fullness’. As a Church of England school, it is essential that we educate and develop the whole child ensuring Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural development. We explore Spirituality by providing our children with opportunities to be still and reflect. Spirituality enables children at Ramsgate Holy Trinity C of E Primary school to be Happy, Healthy and Fulfilled.
What is Spirituality?
At Ramsgate Holy Trinity we believe spirituality is an ongoing, reflective journey which looks to explore our relationships and connections between ourselves, others, the world and beyond.
We believe children are born inquisitive, and it is our duty to nurture this natural curiosity and guide them towards looking at the world and noticing, with awe and wonder, the natural and man-made delights all around us. We want to encourage them to ask ‘big questions’ about life, religion, nature, science and any other area of personal interest.
Spiritual Aim: 
Our aim at Ramsgate Holy Trinity is for every child and adult to feel loved, Guided, Held and Never alone. 
As a school, we have defined spirituality as:
 “Spirituality is not something we can see; it is something we feel inside ourselves. It is about awe and wonder, asking questions, inspiration and being aware of something ‘bigger’ outside of ourselves.”
 The language we use to define spirituality is not child-friendly, so when talking to children about it we will refer to it as:
[image: ]At Ramsgate Holy Trinity we will endeavour to encourage children to understand these words as a representation of : 
· Love - 'We show Love towards ourselves, others and the world around us by opening a WINDOW to new opportunities, deepening our understanding of the world and those living in it'
· Faith - 'We have the Faith to look in the MIRROR and reflect on how the new knowledge and awareness makes us feel'
· Hope- 'We step through the DOOR to share Hope for a better world and
those who live within it'
Spirituality in practice 
At Ramsgate Holy trinity children’s spiritual development is fostered through all aspects of our provision. It is about the relationships and the values that we consider to be important, as well as the development of knowledge, concepts, skills and attitudes.  We provide high-quality opportunities for pupils and adults to develop their spirituality, including:
• giving pupils the opportunity to explore values and beliefs, including religious beliefs, and the way in which they affect peoples’ lives through a high-quality sequential religious education, in which Christianity is central but also provides opportunities for pupils to learn about the teachings of world religions and worldviews and the impact beliefs have on the lives of others.
•being a listening school where people matter ensuring children are leaders and have responsibilities. (School Council, STEM ambassadors, OPAL leaders, Lunch helpers)
• being a supportive environment in which each and every individual feels themselves to be an important part of the school (Thrive)
• Inclusive and meaningful Collective worships which encourage personal reflection. Giving children the opportunities for celebration, stillness, prayer, and song.
• encourage pupils to explore and develop what animates themselves and others
• encourage pupils to empathise with others
•encourage pupils to reflect and to learn from reflection
• give pupils the opportunity to understand human feelings and emotions, the way they affect people and how an understanding of them can be helpful (Thrive)
• develop a climate or ethos within which all pupils can grow and flourish, respect others and be respected
• accommodate and celebrate difference, and respect the integrity of individuals
• Wider curriculum opportunities to experience awe and wonder (STEM club, Drama, Music).
The Indicators of Effective Spiritual Development at RHT 
The following are seen as the indicators of effective spiritual development in our school. Pupils who are developing spiritually are likely to be developing some or all of the following characteristics:
•a set of values, principles and beliefs, which may or may not be religious, which inform their perspective on life and their patterns of behaviour.
•an awareness and understanding of their own and others’ beliefs
•a respect for themselves and for others
•a sense of empathy with others, concern and compassion
•an increasing ability to reflect and learn from this reflection
•an ability to show courage and persistence in defence of their aims, values, principles and beliefs
•an appreciation of the intangible – for example, beauty, truth, love, goodness, order – as well as for mystery, paradox and ambiguity
•a respect for insight as well as for knowledge and reason
•an expressive and/or creative impulse
•an understanding of feelings and emotions, and their likely impact, and an ability to talk about feelings 
· A sense of belonging to a family.

Impact of Spirituality
In developing Spirituality our children realise how wonderful they are and realise their own potential. They are self-aware and show empathy towards others in and out of school.  Our children are curious, open-minded and can explore things in appropriate ways. They can express and understand feelings and have a strong moral sense of right and wrong. Although able to enjoy and embrace quiet and stillness, they possess an active imagination and joy of life and play.


OPAL
"Embracing moments of play (OPAL) as spiritual experiences, amplifies our understanding of spirituality, as it merges the tangible joy of play with the intangible sense of awe and wonder. By engaging in outdoor Play, we further our children’s connections to spirituality, fostering introspection, inspiration, and an appreciation for the vastness of existence beyond ourselves."

1 Corinthians 13:13 New Living Translation (NLT)
Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love
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